THE WAR AND AFTER
talk of the race for dollars, as if we were any better
than they in that. Of course the difference is that
in Europe the race is more for farthings than for
dollars, and that we run it in a shamefaced way, as
though we were cadging for a tip. In this respect
Europe is less reckless but dirtier.
As for America being machine-ridden, machines
have a good side as well as a bad, so have
rationalization and things of that sort. If machines
can take the place of man in rough and ex-
hausting work, that is all to the good. One
should think more of that and less of financial
gain. The speed of American work was strange to
me; I myself need what you might call a free
margin, in any work I do, so that I can think the
thing out in an orderly way, A Czech workman
may be less quick, but he works well and accurately;
quality ranks with us before quantity. The Americans
have more respect for physical labour than we. Your
American student goes harvesting in his vacation or
works as a waiter; with us intellectual and especially
academic culture is almost overrated, But in com-
parison with our people, the American workman
is freer and has more elbow-rpom; if he is smart he
will have his own Ford car and bungalow; on the
other hand, there is no Socialism in our sense of the
word.
The fact that so-called Americanism is invading
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